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Senior Warden  
Marshall Seavers 
817-453-0252 
 
Junior Warden 
Armand Auger 
817-453-3424 
 
Treasurer  
 
 

The St. Gregory’s Vestry 
 

Meetings are held the third Monday  
of the  month at 7:00PM 

 
Tim Cannon 
817-466-3877 
 
Nancy Lee 
817-477-2792 
 
Barbara Levesque 
817-477-5506 
 
John Newbern 
817-473-6545 

Bill Parrott 
817-473-1759 
 
Kim Russell 
817-477-5536 
 
Abby Wilson 
817-473-9100 
 
 

9/2: Bud Horton 
 Marietta Norwood 
 Keith Rogers 
9/3: Eddie Miller  
 Olivia Sheets 
9/4: Scotty Wimberly 
9/5:  Candace Griffin 
 Madeline Marlatt 
9/6: Morgan Chappell 
9/9:  Rick Black 
 Shelley Jannasch 
 Janet Lopez 
9/10:  Sara Dvoracek 
9/11: Mark Milling 
 

9/12: Bernice Baldwin 
 Bryan Holt 
 Michael Pentikis 
9/14: Joni Cato 
 Ray Guy 
 John Price 
9/15: Luke Bellinger 
9/16: Michael Elvrom 
 Stephanie Holt 
 David Miller 
 Sally Schmidt 
 Charlotte Williams 
9/17: Jeffrey Crose 
 Tamara Dickinson 
9/18: Nicholas Cannon 

September 
Birthdays in our Parish  

9/19: Jake  LeRoy 
 Marianne Varner 
9/20: Beth Pulliam 
 Peyton Russell 
9/21:  Charley Davis 
 Lynn Groseclose 
 Donna Standefer 
9/23: Nathan Harris 
9/24: Kyle Reinmuth 
 Alex Vela 
9/25: Chase Krieger 
9/25: Jim Clark 
9/26: Angela Ganss 
 Bryan Link 
9/29: Heather Bartos 
 Ed Miller 
9/30: Anita Wingfield 
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Dear Friends and Fellow Parishioners, 
 
I write to share our joyous news with you.   
Our Vestry has elected The Rev. Joshua J. Whitfield 
rector of St. Gregory’s.  Father Joshua will begin his 
ministry with us on Tuesday, September 4.  His first 
Sunday will be September 9. 
 
On September 9 we will have two services, as usual; 
the first at 8:00am and the second at 10:45am.             
Between the services, beginning around 9:20 am we 
will have the opportunity to “Meet & Greet” and   
welcome Fr. Joshua as he begins a new Sunday 
morning teaching: “Faith in the Ages: Christian  
Praying from the Bible to Today”.  Children and 
youth will also be kicking off their new Sunday 
School year. After the second service we will gather 
for a pot luck brunch.  If you don’t have the                   
opportunity to sign up for a dish before then, please 
call Connie at the parish office (817.473.6205) and 
let us know what you will be bringing. 
 
Your vestry and I are looking forward to Fr. Joshua’s 
ministry among us.  Please keep him, and his wife 
Alli, in your prayers.  I look forward to seeing you on 
the ninth. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Marshall R. Seavers, Sr. Warden 
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Faith in the Ages: Christian Praying 
from the Bible to Today 
 
A new opportunity for learning on Sunday mornings this fall 
 
Straining to hear the authentic voices of the past while l           
eaning forward to the holy life God desires for us, our           
Christian experience is a  dynamic way of life that harbors the 
wisdom of centuries while listening for the Word of God in our 
own moment.  Simply, we are here by the election of God 
and understand by His light, but we also grow into this divine 
understanding by listening to the wisdom of our Christian 
brothers and sisters who have followed Jesus before us and 
who follow Him now along side us.  Growth in holiness and in 
understanding is not only an individual struggle, but it is also 
a collective conversation.  To be a Christian is to enter into a 
great tradition of holiness, prayer and wisdom that stretches 
not only into eternity but also back to the earliest moments of 
time, through countless voices and innumerable prayers.  We 
have a rich heritage of love for God, and it is this heritage that 
I hope we can explore Sunday mornings this fall.  In Faith in 
the Ages this fall we will look back across the two millennia of 
Christian praying: from the Holy Scripture through the early 
Church and the rise of monasticism.  We will explore the rise 
of the great Benedictine tradition through the spirituality of  
the middle ages and the great spiritual movements of the  
late middle ages (devotio moderna).  We will look at                          
post-Reformation spirituality and then look at some of the 
spiritual lights of the twentieth century.  We will cast our eyes 
across the broad experience of prayer that has enlivened the 
Church from the time of God’s first promise to today.  Faith in 
the Ages is a historical survey of the great traditions of 
prayer, but it will be more than just that.  In looking back into 
our prayerful past we will try and discover the very ethos of 
prayer that held our forbears’ gaze before God.  We will ask 
ourselves just what we can glean from their experience in 
prayer.  Please join us for this exciting class on Sunday 
mornings this fall.  There will be very little reading required.  
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In addition to my talking, I hope to offer you a very small             
selection (one page or so) of spiritual writing that we will talk 
about each week in order to get an eyewitness feel for what 
we’re talking about.  There are no books to buy; just come 
excited about the great treasure of the Church that is yours to 
have.  Come with questions and be ready to talk, share and 
pray as we learn more about ourselves as we learn more 
about prayer.  See you on Sunday mornings! 
 
-Fr. Joshua+ 

Our Rector– Elect,  
Father Joshua J. Whitfield 

 
 
Fr. Joshua Whitfield is a son of Good Shepherd         
Episcopal Church in Acton, Texas.  He grew up 
mostly in Glen Rose, Texas where his parents still 
live.  He graduated from Texas Tech in 1999.  There 
he met Alli, who would become his wife in 2003.  He 
went to seminary at the College of the Resurrection in 
Mirfield, England from 2000 to 2003.  He served at  
St. Peter & St. Paul in Arlington from 2003 to 2006.   
In 2006 he and Alli moved to Durham, North Carolina 
in order to pursue a ThM (Master’s of Theology)              
degree at Duke University.  With that finished (except 
for the ‘little’ thesis which I am writing now and will 
finish soon enough), we’re excited about this new 
chapter in our lives.  We look very forward to making 
St. Gregory’s and Mansfield our home and to sharing 
in the journey of God’s call for us together in faith.  
Please ask everyone for their prayers as we make the 
move home. 
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Parish Life 
 
On September 9, we will have a Parish Potluck after the 10:45 
Mass to welcome our new Rector, Fr. Joshua Whitfield.  Parish 
Life will provide the tea, lemonade, and the paper goods and we 
are counting on the Parish families to bring their favorite dishes           
to share.  It will give us a chance to show Fr. Joshua the great          
hospitality that is part of St. Gregory’s and to show him what great 
food we have when we all get together. 
 
The huge party to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of St. Gregory’s 
Parish will be held on Saturday, October 13, and will start at 4:00 
p.m.  We will have lots of activities, such as a Bungee Run,          
Pedestal Joust, Dunk Tank, Face Painting, and magicians.  A  
DJ will provide family-friendly music.   
 
Several of the men will cook briskets, pulled pork, and sausages.  
Tea, lemonade, condiments, and a cake will be provided.  We’re 
counting on the great cooks to provide the side dishes to go along 
with the meat.   
 
T-shirts to commemorate the event will be on sale for $10 each.  
We will be selling tickets for the activities.  Single tickets will be  
$1 each or you can buy 25 tickets for $20 to help defray the cost 
of the celebration.   
 
The committee has worked very hard on making this a great         
celebration, but we will need a lot of help to make it a success, so 
contact anybody on the committee if you have any questions,  
suggestions, or to volunteer to help.  The committee members are 
Tammy Newbern, Abby Wilson, Diane Auger, Toby Navarre, Sara 
Dvoracek, Tammy Rogers, Sandy Seavers, Barbara Miller, Cindy 
Baird, Lorraine Stockman, and Barbara Levesque. 
 
Ladies – mark your calendars now for the Annual Cookie                 
Exchange.  It will be on Dec 2 in the Parish Hall.  More details will 
come as it gets closer (and hopefully cooler). 
 
Barbara Levesque 
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St. Gregory’s Youth  
“September Happenings” 

 
GOD is “Great” and “Great” things are happening                            

for St. Gregory’s EYC! 
 
EYC CALENDAR: 
9/2 – No EYC 
9/16* – EYC / youth and parents meeting / lunch 12:30p 
          Parents please make plans to attend we will be  
 discussing the upcoming calendar and updating  
 permission/health forms plus other exciting information 
 you won’t want to miss. 
 *time subject to change* 
9/16 – EYC regular meeting 1:30pm 
9/23 – EYC 1:30pm - Special presentation on computer/internet 
 safety for Youth and parents. All Parents in the parish 
 with children who are interested in keeping your children 
 safe on the internet are invited attend.   
9/30 – EYC – 1:00pm* Outreach kick-off for coat drive and  
 special guest presentation on Mission Trips.  
 * Please note earlier start time* 
 

      Wednesday evening bible study “Experiencing God” for    
 Youth 7th – 12th grade begins September 12th, 7:00p. 
 Please notify Kim Milling by August 31st if you are  

 planning on attending so a book can be ordered for you.  
 
 
ATTENTION: ALL 1st through 4th graders in YELL  
 and 5th and 6th graders in E-pals 
YELL and E-Pals start on September 23 @ 4:00pm. 
This year we welcome Mrs. Sara Dvoracek who will be leading 
YELL along with Kim Milling.  Make plans to join us we explore 
and learn through FUN games, music, and crafts.  
 
Over the past several months a group of adults, i.e. “The Youth 
contemplative Prayer Group” came together and practicing 
“liturgy for discernment” a process for group meetings were we 
gathered together in prayer and in the presence of God, to listen 

Continued on next page 
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and discern the voice of God and His calling on each of us and 
as a group to come along side the Youth of St. Gregory’s to 
serve, support and help them on their spiritual journey with God 
and strengthen their relationship with the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Contemplative Group looked at four different areas:  
Fellowship, Hospitality, Education and Outreach and how each of 
these plays a part in the spiritual growth of our young people. 
The upcoming activities for EYC will encompass each of these 
areas and will have a team of adults to come alongside and help 
our youth on their journey with God. 
 
If anyone feels God is calling you to somehow serve and help the 
Youth of St. Gregory’s, we welcome you to join us.  
 
“All your children will be though by the LORD, and they will have 
much peace.’ (Isaiah 54:13) 
 
Blessings, 
Kim 
 

Mark Your Calendar!!!! 
New Beginnings…..at Camp Crucis 

 
Youth in grades 7th, 8th and 9th 

October 5 -7, 2007 
Registration Deadline is Sept 25th 

 
Contact Kim Milling for registration forms 

and additional information 
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Summer Camp has ended and now we are 
gearing up for the school year. We have 
painted 3 of the classrooms to get ready for 
the children.  Everything is moving at a very 
fast pace as we are trying to get things ready 
for the first day of school on Sept.4th. We are 
really looking forward to the start of this 
school year. Our Meet the Teacher Night is             
coming up soon on August 30th. 

 
There are still a few spots open in some of the classes.  So if you 
know someone that is looking for fun, safe, Christian environment 
please send them our way. 
 
The preschool staff is looking forward to welcoming and working 
with Father Joshua Whitfield. 
 
We hope everyone had a safe and fun summer.  We are looking 
forward to a fantastic school year! 

St. Clara’s Guild meets in the parish hall on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm.  The mission of St. Clara’s Guild is to knit 
and crochet caps for preemie babies in the hospital, make quilts for 
newborns of the parish and for other loved ones, and to make Blue 
star flags for families who have family members serving I the          
military.  St. Clara’s also offers instruction in all of the above craft 
areas.  Contact Person:  Betty Reed 817-417-0571 
 
St. Clara’s guild is also inviting the entire parish to help complete 
the final touches of each quilt by knotting a tie on each quilt at the 
same time praying for the person that will receive the quilt -            
This will begin August 26 and will continue as quilts are near          
completion.  (Betty Reed gave this activity a specific name but I 
can’t remember what she called it so when I talk with her I will send 
that additional information on to you).   

St. Clara’s Guild 
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Press On. . . . If we look objectively at our journey of 
faith  we see that the very essence of our belief is based on a             
personal relationship with God.  It is what God looks for when He 
reaches out to us.  Relationship is the dynamic of life in which God 
reveals Himself to us. 
 
You will remember when a lawyer, a Pharisee, asked Jesus, 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”  (Matthew 
22:34-40)  Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the 
first and great commandment.”  With such a simple and direct        
statement Jesus sets forth the fundamental truth of the God we        
worship; He loves us and invites us to enter into a loving relationship 
with Him. 
 
Who is this God we worship and with whom we are in relationship? 
And, equally as important, how’s the relationship going? 
 
Back, ages and ages ago, before anything was created, there was 
God.  There is no beginning or end when thinking of God. He simply 
is, and was, and is to come. 
 
This God is our Father.  He created all there is out of nothing.  He 
declared it and it came to be. Our Father created all things through 
His word.  This wondrous word was not only of God and with God.  
He, himself, is God and he existed from the beginning, from before 
all time.  This word of God is the only Son of God, very God of very 
God who became flesh and dwelt among us.  He is full of grace and 
truth and we have beheld his glory.  (John 1:1-18)  We know him by 
the name of Jesus.  In him we have light and life.  This Son of God is 
our Savior and Lord.  He sacrificed his life for us and rose from the 
dead; redeeming us of our sins, making us a new creation, a child of 
God, an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Our Savior, the Son of God, did not leave us alone when he as-
cended to be with the Father.  He sent the comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, the Holy Spirit to be with us as we make our journey. As the 
Son, the Holy Spirit is Himself fully God.  He is distinct from the        
Father and the Son, and yet one with the Father and the Son.  He 
empowers our life and sustains us in our relationship with God. 
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Our Father in heaven, whom we worship and love, is one 
God –  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; three distinct yet         
inseparable personal, spiritual, divine beings.  When we        
consider our  elationship with God we begin with the                    
understanding that there is no more important relationship for 
us, nor does anyone love us more God.  Therefore, we need 
to allow this relationship to be what it ought to be; i.e. allow 
God to be our primary love, recognizing that when our love 
begins with Him, when he is our primary love, all our other 
relationships become what they ought to be. 
 
Second, the more intimate the relationship the higher the 
maintenance function will be. Therefore, we need to do those 
things that allow our relationship with God to develop and 
deepen. We need to look at our prayer life, the time we spend 
reading the Bible, the time we set apart just to be quiet with 
Him that He might speak with us, and we need to review the 
depth and extent of ministry (how we are living as Christ in 
the world). 
 
Third, we need to live in the significance of  this relationship, 
appreciating that God is alive and with us on our journey.  
What I mean by this is that we live our life daily seeking 
God’s love and loving Him as He loves us.  We reach out to 
others in the love of Christ forgiving them as He forgives us; 
and, we live our life with the clear understanding that we are 
“living sanctuaries” – Christ, our Savior, dwells in us and we 
are His presence in the world. 
 
God, whom we worship and adore, is One God – Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. He is the way, the truth, and the life.  He 
sustains our life in His creation.  He forgives us, refreshes us, 
and nurtures us all along the way.  For Him to be with us is to 
say that we are in a personal relationship with Him. 
  
As always, please be assured of my prayers and love. 
  
Your Brother in Christ, 
Fr. Bill + 
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